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FOR THE AMAZING NEW WORLD, THE TEMPTATION AND 
COMFORT AND FOR THE THINGS YOU THINK YOU HAVE 
WHEN ACTUALLY THEY HAVE YOU…

Maksim Asenov is the new young star of the Bulgarian 
Protestantism. Extremely popular in the past 2-3 years, he already 
has an army of followers and his sermons not only in Bulgaria are 
some of the most visited. A month ago, he just got his daughter 
and a little earlier, he also got a new friend - Playboy Magazine's 

editor. This is the outcome of one of their afternoons.

PASTOR
MAKSIM
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Tell me about your childhood, where are you from ...
MAKSIM: I grew up near the ‘Fakulteta’, the largest 
gypsy neighborhood in Sofia.

Have you been many children?

MAKSIM: I'm only child, but I grew up with two of my  
cousins - the children of my mother's sister. It was a 
female kingdom because my grandmother, my mother 
and my aunt raised us up. My father ran away when my 
mother had been still pregnant, my aunt is a widow 
and likewise my grandmother had been left from her 
husband.

With my birth a difficult season stars for my family.  
Before I was born, they've been even rich…
My grandfather is a university graduate. He has been 
dealing with a serious business, which has endured the 
whole family. However, he falls in love with another 
woman and leaves our family.

He leaves the business to my uncle, who could not 
handle it and everything goes down. At this time, my 
mother -only 15 years old, gets pregnant with me. 
Moreover, another terrible coincidence - right then 
the police is killing my uncle by mistake. I appear 
during the greatest crisis of our family.

Moreover,do you keep in touch with your father?
 MAKSIM: He had never searched for me, neither had I. 
If I see him somewhere, I probably will not even know 
him.

And did not your mother find a man after that?

MAKSIM: In the following years. My mother has 
suppressed herself after my father had left her. She 
dedicates to me and starts working ritght after 
finishing high school. 
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How are the Orthodox priests treating you?

MAKSIM: With mixed feelings, of course. There are 
many well-intentioned people and some more resentful.  
The problem is that most of them consider what I am 
doing as competition. Although, our aim is not to steal 
people. We're simply preaching in a more 
comprehensive language. The way I preach, lead and 
manage the church, because of course there is an 
aspect in which I need to lead the church as an 
enterprise…The communication level with the people is 
much more personal and modern.

Okay, going back to the question - moments that 
predetermined your future? 

MAKSIM: Important moment for me was the first 
service that I attended. A preacher from Greece came 
to preach in the closest to the neighborhood church. I 
heard they will have pizza, so that, I went for the pizza. 
He asked everyone that wants to receive prayer to 
come into th front, and I don't remember why I went 
ahead. The moment he put his hand on me I had a 
spiritual experience that was really life changing for me. 
I felt with my heart something very powerful...

The next important moment was when they allowed me 
to preach in Spain. For me this was a dream come true. 
I went there in summer time with the intention to work 
there and meanwhile I was going to the local church. 

I didn't know if I will be able to handle it, i was preparing but 
in reality I didn't know who would like to hear. 

The people attending the church in Spain, were 
they gypsies?

MAKSIM: No, they were Spanish. Even in the 
Bulgarian church where I grew up, I didn't see 
gypsies often. In the temple there should not be 
color, gender or other prejudice. The temple is for 
everyone. 

You have been raised in a women's family. I always mock 
the ones that are raising voices against the same-sex 
couples, because in our country one third of the Bulgarians 
are raised from same-sex couple - the mother and the 
grandmother. If you consider this in reality. The Orthodoxy is 
very restrictive in regards with the woman, in Aton women 
are not allowed… Are you facing these type of ideas in the 
people that you are preaching to or it is not something that 
you're facing? After all, we Bulgarians have the saying: ‘From 
a person I am sleeping with, I don't want advices’ or ‘I'm not 
buying a washing machine, because I have a woman’ Maybe 
people do not know that Roma society is quite matriarchal. 
All the important decisions are taken by the grandmothers - 
the politicians are giving meatballs to the wrong people...

MAKSIM: Ha-ha. This is true. Especially for the 
matriarchal of the gypsies is true. And I think there is 
something to be overcome. In my opinion men and 
women have their strong and weak traits. 

because from a relatively wealthy family she is 
suddenly forced to work, raise a child and survive… 

Does your grandfather keep in touch with you?
MAKSIM: No. We are not close. He has a new family. He 
has been interested in me lately, but he has an interest  
because I have succeeded, my name is known…

Did you have a man in your childhood to guide and for 
you to follow - in your church they call you ‘PAPA’, you 
live a man's life-who taught you? 

MAKSIM: It is amazing for me, that intuitively I knew 
what I should do. Nobody taught me how to act, how to 
move and how to deal with my life. I found myself good 
examples to follow. The first ones were Americans and 
western preachers, business people, entrepreneurs, 
that I just observed in the society or online. I was telling 
myself - "I want to be like them. I have to be like them."

  Your mother had been very young herself and she 
probably couldn't be your advisor…she didn't have a lot of 
experience
MAKSIM: Absolutely. At the time when I turned 15, she 
was 30. From that time I became her advisor and it 
remains like this until today. Currently, she does not live 
in Bulgaria. The moment when she decided to continue 
her life, she started a relationship with a guy that was 
harassing her - which continued 2 years, and she had to 
escape and run from Bulgaria. Back then, I was 15 years 
old and forced by the circumstances I became 
completely independent. I was cooking on my own, taking 
care of myself, buying my own clothes, going to school...

Which school did you graduated?
MAKSIM: I graduated a local school, and afterwards 
the Sports school with football. My dream was to 
become a football player. Eventually, I found the 
overwhelming need to help people.  

Could be said, that you are very unusual. Your story 
cannot be defined as the typical gypsy destiny...

MAKSIM: Psychologists say that we people are like 
computers - there is such a theory, that everything is 
programmed and predetermined, more or less if you 
calculate the patterns of someone - where this 
someone comes from, who is the father and who is 
the mother, you can calculate this persons destination, 
what will happen to him. This is often true, but the 
divine moment should not be excluded. Which is very 
unpredictable and in one moment, instead of ending 
up in a ditch with overdose you can become a great 
man. This can of course go the other way around. 

Were there temptations on the way, 

fighting chance to go down, easy money, effortless 
adventures, did the alpha males in the neighborhood 
call you to do "man" things?

MAKSIM: Of course they were, everyone has them. 
Everywhere you look there are temptations. But, in the 
neighborhood I was one of the alpha males, until that 
very moment when I decided that I don't want be this 
type. That there is another way to help people.

You are attending a funeral for a first time when 
you are 16… and this is actually your first pastoral 
service ? Is this true? 

MAKSIM: Yes. One rainy day I got back home from 
school. Until that moment I've preached several times in 
a small church in Sofia, and also once in Spain. So I am 
going back home from school and I am in the bus when 
my phone rings - one woman from the church says to 
me that a family that have been one time at my service 
now is experiencing a tremendous tragedy - their child 
passed away. They now, wanted me to lead the funeral 
of their child. I was in shock and I didn't know what to 
say. People said that if I don't go to the funeral they will 
call a Muslim imam. I remember, I answered that I 
would like to think about it. I called the senior pastor, he 
didn't pick up. Afterwards I called another pastor I know, 
who gave me some confidence that I will manage to do 
this.  He asked me if I am familiar with how a ceremony 
as this goes one. I said yes.

He promised me to come to the funeral for moral 
support. He really did wait for me outside, he had 
bought flowers - I didn't even know how to attend a 
funeral... what is the order, what to bring - I was 16!!! I 
put on a suit, the only one I had. I bought it from an 
unexpected offering, which I have been given in Spain, 
after I preached. 

At the cemetery was very difficult and sad. It was 
raining, everybody cried, the grandmother was throwing 
herself on the coffin and wanted to go in grave with the 
child...It was scary. But when I started speaking, my fear 
disappeared. I felt how the atmosphere changed, the 
people calmed down...They began listening. The 
preacher that actually came  to give me courage was 
now just keeping the umbrella while I was reading and 
praying. Everything went unexpectedly calm and 
comforting. 

In this career, even though this word is incorrect, but in 
this career of a preacher, do you have important stages, 
which you define as a foundation of everything. How did 
you find God. Was your mother leading you to church?

MAKSIM: Yes, she was bringing me there. But for me 
the faith is a decision. Christianity is a choice. Of 
course, there is an element of tradition, but after all, 
everyone should decide for themselves if it is 
needed or not. Only because you have been born in 
an orthodox or catholic family - this is not making 
you a christian. 
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with how many temples, sacrifices and ceremonies, 
laws, dogmas. In the end the Old Testament finishes 
with a prophecy for a messiah, with this, God says: 
“Okay, you cannot come to me. But I will come to you.” 
So, while every other religion preaches - do this or do 
that there is chance for God to love you, the God of 
Christianity isn’t a God, who wants you to do 
something, so that He loves you. He loves you 
unconditionally, He saves you, He sends His son to die 
for you.

On the other side stands the devil - what kind of a role 
does he play in your circles? He is a very strong figure 
for the catholics. Almost equal to God. Like ying and 
yang. What do you thing about this thing? 

MAKSIM: Evil is the absence of good. Just like darkness 
is the absence of light. Black isn’t a color. 
It swallows all colors, without 
reflecting them. And this lack 
of light is black. What happens, 
when the light leaves, is 
darkness. What remains, 
when love decreases, is hatred, 
animosity. So the devil is 
more like an absence of God. 

Good, but the Bible 
represents the incarnation of 
evil as a fallen angel. Satanael 
- as rebellion. That’s why he’s
so attractive to many people,
because people love rebellion.

MAKSIM: The devil is an individual. 
That’s what the Bible clearly says. 
He is a person. But - and this is 
very important - he is not equal 
to God! He isn’t fighting with God. 
This war is long over. He is defeated. The devil fights for 
the people - it’s them he wants and them he can win 
over. The cross of Jesus is the triumph of the godly and 
the triumph of love over hate. God has already won. But 
the sacrifice of His son is in the name of the people, 
that haven’t won. That’s why His cross is also a triumph 
over death. And over darkness. 

Good. Shortly said - what should people know about 
this battle, about the temptations? The modern world is 
full of temptations. 

MAKSIM: A man came to me a while ago and told me: 
“O, pastor Maksim, you are the most influential person 
in my life” and without thinking almost I answered 
him: "No, I’m not the most influential person in your 
life, you are the most influential person in your life."

Because it’s easy to excuse ourselves with the 
unrighteousness, with the evil or the things, that 
already are in this world, but they are not for 
everyone. Evil doesn’t choose. The laws of physics and 
the spiritual laws work the same for everyone.  

Two things determine your destiny: the choices you 
make and the willpower to follow them! The good 
ancient bulgarian word for motivation also means 
faith. To have a faith, that acts, to have motivation is 
this, that can change the life of a person. Not so much 
the obstacles. And I think, that it’s important for us to 
understand, that very often, when there is an obstacle 
or a temptation from the devil, we need to remember, 
that bad decisions usually look great at the moment 
you make them and they make you feel good now,

 but the good decisions are those, 
that don’t seem that good in the 
moment, you don’t want to make 
them, but after years you are 
grateful , that you have taken the 
right decision. Most people don’t 
look to what’s healthy, but they 
look for what is pleasant and they 
don’t think about the 
consequences. Be it sexual or 
another pleasure - people are 
looking for this: easy money, 
immediate success, temporal 
pleasures. And the moment 
comes, where pleasure is equal to 
money - money is the medium, 
that connects us to the pleasure. 
But money and success don’t 
always mean pleasure. There are 
many empty people in big houses. 
There are many sad people, that if 
you open their Instagram, they 
look perfect and this is the danger 
of our time, that we can project an 
image, that we aren’t, but this 
turns into a chase after vanity and 
a chase after something, that isn’t 
actually real. 

It’s very important what you’re sharing, because in the 
end these people don’t understand, that their happiness 
is not what others think of them. If others think about 
them and like them, because they are rich, successful 
and interesting, they should be happy.

MAKSIM: This is a big deceit. That somebody owes you 
something. And it is healed by sacrifice. In the Bible for 
example, the first thing that God taught the new 
mankind, was how to sacrifice, so that they can receive 
something good. The moment that you stop expecting 
that the world owes you, that God owes you 15 minutes 
of glory, happiness or to win the lottery…

And when the man recognizes the woman for what 
she is and what she can do, and not only as a sexual 
object, but as a person, then there is true unity 
between the two. The woman sees the details of the 
ship, but the man sees the destination and the 
horizon. She can take care of the sails, he can fight 
with the storms and keep the ship on the right track. 
The woman is the psychology, the man is the 
philosophy… there are many other examples, that can 
put them into categories. The problem very often I 
think is that we are looking in people everything that 
they don’t have. Or that we actually don’t have. 

And doesn’t your perception of the woman collide 
with the faith? Because the faith puts the woman as 
derivative. Purely genetically she has come forth from 
Adam’s rib?

MAKSIM: Well… I see it another way. I think, that the 
woman is a lot more than the man, because she is the 
second - the improved version. This is like iPhone 6 and 
iPhone 7. The woman is iPhone 7. She is the last thing 
that God has created and if you read carefully the 
passages in “Genesis” - there it is said: the first day 
God said it was good, the second day He said it was 
good, but after He created the woman, He said - and it 
was really good!

Have you found a special text in “Genesis” to 
prove that the woman is the better iPhone?

MAKSIM: Ha-ha. For the protestants the highest 
authority is the Bible. This is probably the main 
difference between us and the catholic and orthodox 
Christians. The catholic Christians respect human 
authority the most in the face of the Pope, the 
orthodox Christian value the tradition, bur for us the 
most important thing is the Word, whose carrier is the 
Bible. But even the most important thing, that happens 
in the New Testament, begins with a woman, who says 
“yes” to a circumstance, that can ruin her whole world. 
She is engaged, or in other words bought with a dowry. 
She is promised by her father, but an angel comes and 
asks her if she wants to get pregnant with God. We are 
reading these verses about Mary and we don’t realize, 
that she is risking to be killed with stones according to 
Hebrew culture, because she's been bought with a 
dowry, she is engaged to Joseph and if she gets 
pregnant, she has to be killed with stones. Because this 
would be adultery. But she says “yes” to this angel. 
After that there are so many women, that help Jesus 
both in his daily life and in his ministry. So His main 
sponsors, economically, who supported the ministry of 
Jesus financially and practically, were women - this is 
written in the gospels. That certain rich women gave to 
Lord Jesus for His needs. In front of the cross we have 
women once again. After that the first evangelisers are 
also women. To a woman He reveals Himself, that he 
has risen…

You know about the moment in heaven, when Adam 

came home late and Eve started shouting: “Look at the 
time! Aren’t you ashamed?!”, he said: “Where would I go? 
It’s only you and me, right? Why are you worried?” Eve 
went silent, but when Adam went to sleep, she counted 
his ribs just in case. So how did you find your rib? How 
did you meet your wife?

MAKSIM: She was studying in a bible school, where I 
was the president . She was a student of mine. 

O, you have misused your job position? 
MAKSIM: Well not exactly, because I liked her even 
before she signed up. I don’t know if I misused, but if so 
- this was an exception and I’m very happy that it
happened like that, because this is one of the most
amazing things, that have happened to me.

Did you have relationships before? 
MAKSIM: I’ve had girlfriends, but there has never been 
anything serious. She is my first wife, I am her first 
husband. We’ve had relationships, but platonic. 

So. Love - we’re talking about love not so much in your 
personal life, where it is obviously present, you have a 
daughter, marriage, but the love as a main topic of what 
you preach. This is it - the only god of love is Jesus Christ, 
there is no other god, who talks about love so much. 
There are paradoxes - for example in the Quran, Virgin 
Mary is mentioned 3 times more than in the Gospels. But 
there love is absent. Nowhere is the relationship between 
God and man mentioned in such a way. But the Old 
Testament as a whole is very brutal, how do you manage 
to explain it to people, that don’t live an easy life, that in 
the end it’s all about a manifestation of love?  

MAKSIM: God is love. The interesting thing is, that in the 
Bulgarian language we have the word love and the word 
affection… in the biblical languages, in the new 
testament Greek for example, there are many words for 
love and every single one of them describes a different 
love and different relationships. 

This is normal - the greeks have invented love, but the 
bulgarians have let women also in it… And also some 
small farm animals. 

MAKSIM: No, seriously! There is sexual love, there is 
friendship love, brotherly love - between relatives, 
there is love, that is conditional, and there is also 
“agape” - which is unconditional love. This is the love, 
that God experiences towards people. That’s why he 
gives himself as a sacrifice. With this the Christian 
religion is different than any other. Every other religion 
on Earth is the way leading to God. And the search for 
this way is the Old Testament. That’s why it’s brutal, 
because the Jewish religion is Israel's quest of 
searching. How the Hebrews can return to God, 
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When you stop expecting, and start sacrificing 
you can have it. With many of the thing you want 
- you have to sacrifice it. It's important for us to 
not be slaves of material objects. If your things 
don't own you, you can own everything. 
Everything that doesn't have control over you - 
it's you that control it. And also everything that 
starts own you and control the way you think, 
and life - you're not ready for it. It steals your 
life. 

: Tell me now what do you think about the question of 
the decade - sexuality choice ? How does your church 
think about choosing sexuality, choosing sex, changing 
gender, and look - is this not interfering with God's 
promise? If  some of your people come and say "Pastor 
Maxim, I am a man, but I feel as a woman and I want to 
change my gender, and I want your blessing to go and 
have the surgery - what do you tell him?"

MAKSIM: Usually if God does not bless something, my 
blessings are not valid and the other way also. 
But especially for specific things, which are clearly 
defined as borders in the bible, as a preacher i believe 
in them and i will not put them away.  But at the same 
time I do not judge the people with different sexuality 
and changing their gender, i think that some of them 
need help, and I'm not saying this pointing them with 
finger.

 The philosophical moment is in the right of choice. I want 
you to speak about it. When someone stands and says - 
God created me as a man but I want to be a woman.....

MAKSIM: The right to choose is not given by me it is 
given by God. And if God did not send a thunder to 
stop them all, i am not the man for this job. But i 
have my position and opinion. And I have the 
reasons also. The science has evolved really, but the 
main idea is the same - from Adam to nowadays! 
So I was at the maternity when my daughter was 
born and the way we recognize a baby's gender, did 
not change from thousands years. The doctor 
picked her up looked at her and then at me and 
said- Congrats you have a girl!  So the short answer 
is: if someone comes to me already with his choice 
in mind, i would tell him- see, the choice is yours, 
but i do not want to be part of it! But you have а 
right to choose and a right to bear the 
consequences from your choice.

Because the other denominations are categorical, they 
do not want to hear for it, they condemn it as a sin, 
point it with finger, and the orthodox are even more 
irreconsilable....

MAKSIM: It is a sin but the gossip are also a sin. In every 
place in the new testament where the word is speaking 
about homosexuality, it is also written about gossip, 
about slander. For me it is interesting how people can 
talk about the one thing and miss the other thing.
That sometimes is the hypocrisy of the religion that we 
classify the sins. Yes, while the sins have different 
consequences, because with gossip you can not get sick 
with HIV.....

What you are talking about leads us to that, how do 
you see the modern world, the young generation, your 
peers. The protestantism attracts a lot of young people, 
much more than the Orthodoxy and Catholicism, let‘s 
not go deeper about the reasons why, they are 
obvious.....But tell me how do you see the young 
generation at the moment?

MAKSIM: I think that the world we live in is wonderful. I 
think that specific things always were and always will 
be. In "Ecclesiastes" it is said that everything that have 
been and everything that will be had ever been. 
Anything new under the sun! There has been worse 
fornication before mine and your time. But the big 
picture is, I think the world is a good place. There is 
much hope, we have more instruments to make our life 
better, it’s quality and if we know how to use them, if 
we are motivated by higher values, I think the world 
today has more chance than the world yesterday.
I think we are living in a great time, I welcome the 
progress. We have invented many new things, but we 
still have the same centuries old questions- who are 
we, why are we, what is going to be after we die, are we 
created.... for those questions we will always search the 
answers. But in the faith in those questions is answered 
interesting, captivating, so for me the world is 
wonderful.

So you do not judge the young generation? But in the 
moment you are interviewed for a magazine which 
readers are 90% women. And they are reading it so they 
can know how to be "bought“ successfully in life. How to 
look, what is fashionable, how to talk and impress the 
men. And of course the deal "sex for food“ is maybe the 
oldest deal of all time, but that magazine which was 
created firstly as "men‘s bible“ now is like a students 
book for the women. After you do not judge them, what 
are you telling those girls? That the people have to 
search for themselves and God ?

MAKSIM: Yes, The people have to search for God and 
then they will find themselves. Not to be slaves of their 
things, not to search for the easy one but for the useful 
one, and to use the instruments that are given them by 
the new world for good. And for the girls that you are 
talking about i will say-just think girls: а bust 
adjustment will impress exactly those who you probably 
do not want to impress?




